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The present invention relates to improvements
in shrimp peelers and has for an object generally
the expeditious, inexpensive, commercial peeling
of shrimp. .

In accordance with the invention, it has been
discovered that when raw shrimp are held under
pressure in the crotch of moving rollers of ap-
proximately two inches in diameter, placed one
against the other under tension, and the rollers
kept cleaned with water, the rollers will draw the
peels and heads from the shrimp and carry these
peels and heads between the rollers to the oppo-
site side of the rollers, while holding the meats
‘of the shrimp on the original or feeder side of
the rollers without mutilating the same, the slip-
pery meats not being accepted or caught by the
rollers.

It was further discovered that if larger rollers

by the same reference characters throughout the
severa] views,
Figure 1 Is a perspective view of an improved

+ shrimp peeling machine constructed in accord-

—

0

are used, approximately three inches in diameter

or larger, the angle of attack of the roller sur-
face is such that no pressure is required on the
shrimp itself, to secure peeling action by the
rollers. If rollers are in horizontal or near
horizontal position, the weight of the shrimp in
the crotch of adjacent rollers is all the pressure
that is required.

It has also been discovered that if rollers of
relatively large diameter are -used, say seven
inches or larger, the angle of attack is so gradual
that mutilation or mashing of the meats is en-

- countered,

It has also been discovered that roller surface
must be kept clean and free of slime, to insure
proper peeling. It has also been discovered that
with rollers arranged in a horizontal or near-
horizontal plane, and with shrimp dropped there-
on without pressure, the shrimp, usually some-
what curved in shape, fall into the roller. crotch
either back first or head and tail first. In the
first case, only the peel from around the mid-
section Is removed, while in the second case, the
‘head and tail are removed, but not the mid-
section,

It has also been discovered that pressure or
tension by the rollers is desirable in order to
positively avold the mutilation or mashing of the
meat.

It is therefore a further object of the invention
to construct a machine according to the discov-
eries and principles above set forth.

With the foregoing and other objects in view,
the invention will be more fully described here-
fnafter and more particularly pointed out in the
appended claims,

20

30

35

40

4

r

50

- In the drawings, wherein like parts are denated &6

ance with the present invention;

Pigure 2 is a top plan view of the same with a
portion of one roller broken away to reveal the
partitions below; -

Pigure 3 is a side elevation of such machine;

Figure 4 is a vertical section taken through the
shrimp automatic feeding device;

Figure 5 is a section through the automatic
feeding device taken on the line §—5 in Figure 4;
and - .

Figures 6, 7 and 8 are dlagrammatic views of
the rollers of the machine, illustrating the new
mode of operation.

Referring more particularly to the drawings,
{0, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 designate the rollers.
Although these rollers are seven in number, which
constitutes a satisfactory form of machine, any

.sultable number of rollers may be employed.

These rollers are mounted in a suitable box
or tank composed of the bottom wall 17, the side
walls 18 and 19 and the end walls 20 and 2{. The
trunnions 22 of rollers 10, {1 and (2, are jour-
naled for sliding movement in slots 23 made in
the side walls 18 and 19 and screw pressure de-
vices 24 are mounted In the side walls 18 and 19
for adjusting the tension between the rollers 10,
1,12 and i3,

The roller {3 has its trunnions 25 rotatably but
non-slidably mounted in the walls 18 and (9 and
one such trunnion is extended to be engaged by
& drive disc 28 driven by a belt 27 from disc 28.
The latter disc 28 is journaled on & shaft 29
mounted in one of the side walls 18. The disc
28 is oscillated through & link 380 from an arm 3/
fast on a shaft 32 which is driven by an electric
or other motor 33, preferably through an appro-
priate reduction gear 34.

The rollers (4, 15 and I6 have their trunnions
35 slidably and rotatably mounted in slots 36
made in the side walls 18 and 19 in alignment
with the slots 23; and suitable adjustment screws
of adjusting devices 37 engage the trunnions of
the outermost or Initial roller 16 and thus serve .
to tension all of the rollers including the nip or
crotch between the rollers 13 and 14, -

A water pump 38 {s driven by an electric or
other motor 39 and has its inlet 40 In communi-
cation with a source of clean water supply, while
its outlet 41 connects with a pipe system 42 ex-
tending beneath the crotches of all of the rollers
and having in alignment with said crotches, one
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or more nozzles 43, In the present instance, two
such nozzles are arranged beneath the nip or
crotch of each pair of rollers.

It will be observed, particularly from Figure 3,
that the bank of rollers is arranged on an inclina~-
tion, being stepped-down gradually from the
highest initial roller {6 to the lowest final roller
18, To further adjust the inclination of the
rollers, screw adjusting feet 44 are carried at the
forward ends of the side walls {8 and 18,

Referring more particularly to Figures 4 and 5,
an .automatic feeding device which may be used
in connection with the improved peeler, is shown
to consist of a substantially horizontal conveyor
45 by which the shrimp, from an appropriate
source, are delivered to a distributing device com-
posed of a number of radial partitions 46 fixed
to a central shaft 4T and forming pockets there-
between, positioned to receive the shrimp drop-
ping from the conveyor 45. The feeding device
s arranged above the nip or crotch between the
initial roller 16 and its companion I8, an arcuate
shield 48 being so placed with reference to the
circumference of the feeding device, .that the
shrimp are held in the rotating pockets until
released at the lower edge of the shield 48, In
effect, the partitions 46 combine with the lower
edge of the shield 48 to form & delivery mouth
positioned directly above the crotch between the
rollers 15 and (6.

If desired, the rotary automatic feeding device
may be driven in timed relation with and from
the conveyor 45 by the use of belts §8 and 50.

In the use of the device, Figure 6 shows dia-
grammatically the inclination of the roller bank
to the level or horizontal line and also illustrates
the line of trave] of the shrimp from roller to
roller. The double pointed twin arcuate arrows
on each roller indicate that the rollers are given
an oscillating motion or a back and forth rotery
motion through the link mechanism 30 heretofore
described. This motion is communicated directly
to the central drive roller 13, and is by it, com-
municated relatively reversely to the rollers (2
and i€ by reason of the pressure of contact of
these rollers 12 and {4 upon diametrically oppo-
site sides of the central drive roller 13. Simi-
larly, the oscillating motion is communicated to
the other rollers of the bank by peripheral pres-
sure to which all of the rollers are subjected, by
the screw devices 24 and 37,

Figure 7 shows the position of the peels §3 be-
fore removal by the jets of water. ]

Figure 8 shows that at any one time hailf the
operations are peeling operations and half dis-
charge operations, Every other crotch receiving
and peeling shrimp while the balance or in-be-
tween crotches are discharging shrimp.

Peeling rollers are driven by friction and con-
sequently adjoining rollers revolve in opposite di-
rections when moved, 'Also, it must be observed
that the direction of rotation of peeling rollers
alternates from one direction to the opposite, ex-
cept when rollers are all stopped at the moment
when direction changes. . Half of the rollers are
revolving in opposite direction to the other half.

Figures 6, 7 and 8 indicate these directions of
rotation as heretofore stated.

In Figure 6 the diagonal arrow above the crotch
between rollers 15 and 16 indicates the infroduc-
tion of the shrimp from the automatic feeding
device; while the two vertical arrows above this
crotch indicate the two directions of the oscilla-
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tory motion of the contacting surfaces of the -

rollers I§ and 16. When these contacting sur.
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faces mutually move downward, they perform the
peeling operation, drawing the peels and heads
through to the bottom of the crotch, while reject-
ing the slippery meat. The other arrow pointed
upwardly, indicates the reverse stroke of the con-
tacting surfaces of rollers 15 and 16 showing the
discharge operation, by which the heretofore re-
jected meat is carried to the left around and
over the peripheral surface of the roller 16 and
delivered to the next successlve crotch between
the rollers 14 and (5. Here it is also subjected
to a second peeling operation when the contact-
ing surfaces of the two rollers t4 and {5 move
down together, and to a discharge operation when
these contacting surfaces reverse their move-
ment; in which event the rolier 14, due to the
inclination of the bank of rollers, receives the re-
jected meat and rolls it- over on its discharge
stroke to the next station which is between the
contacting surfaces of the central drive roller 13
and the roller 14. Here the operations of peeling
and discharging are repeated and the shrimp is
transferred successively to the crotches between
the remaining rollers.

The shrimp coming off to the left from the
upper surface of the final roller (0 are delivered
to a collection trough 5! provided between the
end wall 20 and a partition 52 erected on the
bottom 17 and extending up to the perimeter of
the final roller {0.

When peeling operations are taking place at the
crotch between rollers 15, 16, 13, 14 and §!{, 12,
discharging operations are taking place between
the intermediate crotches and the end crotch be-
tween rollers 18, 1{, When the direction of
rollers reverses, the operations reverse respec~
tively. )

Shrimp are gathered in rotating feed troughs
46, 41 as they drop from conveyor belt 48, and
by the trough they are dropped into the crotch of
rollers 15 and 16, as indicated in Figure 5. The
shrimp may fall into the crotch in any position.
As to those which fall in feet first or head and tall
first, the heads, feet and stomach sections and
tail section are removed, leaving the back sec-
tions still to be removed. Those which fall in
back first, have the back section removed, leav-
ing the heads, feet and tail stomach sections still
to be removed.. The peels and heads are carried
by the rollers to the underside (Fig. 7) where they
are flushed off by a stiff spray of water provided .
by the pump 38. The half-peeled shrimp ride the
crotch or upper side of the rollers without being
mangled until the directions of the rollers re-
verse. When the directions of the rollers reverse,
the rejected shrimp ride over roller 1§ to the
crotch of the rollers 14 and {5 where the second
peeling operation takes place. In that operation
are removed that portion of the peel and those
heads which were not removed in the first opera-
tion. Because of the reversed direction of rollers
and because shrimp has not changed its relative
position on roller 15, the second operation attacks
the opposite side of the shrimp worked on in the
first operation. As the rollers {4 and 1§ again
reverse, the shrimp advances over the roller {4
to the next crotch for the third operation. The
third operation, fourth, fifth, and sixth opera-
tions are the same as the operations above de-
scribed.

‘These operations are applied because a certain
percentage of the shrimp will not be completely
peeled by the first and second operations alone
and to provide for two or more shrimp overlap-
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ping when fed to rollers 18 and (8, in whlch case
the first and second operations cannot fully com-
. plete the peeling job. The chances are remote
however, that any shrimp will remain unpeeled
after being subjected to additional operations

against the under portions of s-ald rollers tb-cn.rry
off the removed peels.
2. A shrimp peeling machine comprising a cen-

. tral driven oscillatory roller, associate rollers

three, four, five and six. After the sixth peeling -

operation, the shrimp is merely carried over the
roller 10 and dropped into a sultable trough 51,
which, by the ald of a slight stream of water, wul
carry the shrimp off and away from the machine.

The peels and heads of the shrimp are drawn
through the rollers in each operation. Where
the unpeeled or partly unpeeled shrimp are drawn
into the crotch of the rollers, the peels so drawn
tend to adhere to the rollers and must be dis-
posed of by strong jets of water applied against
the under sides of the rollers. Each roller makes
from one and one-third to one and one-half revo-
lutions before it reverses its direction of rotation,
giving sufficient opportunity to accomplish all the
peeling action possible, until the shrimp is
changed to another position by the reverse action
of the roller and the depositing of the shrimp into
the next lower crotch.

The angle on which the roller bank slopes may
be approximately thirty degrees (30°),
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It will be appreciated from the foregoing that

the machine will peel shrimp of various sizes and
separate the shrlmp meats from the peels and
heads.

We have successfully used rubber rollers and
rubber covered wood rollers. However, we do not
feel that such materia] i3 necessarily essentlal.

While we have shown rollers all of one diam-
eter, it may be found desirable to include rollers
of different sizes on the same machine and we
reserve the right to make this change. While we
have {llustrated and described a single embodi-
ment of the present invention as the best form
of machine known to us at the present time, it is
to be understood that this 13 merely for {llustra-

tive purposes and that the invention is susceptible

of embodiment in many mechanical forms, pro-
vided such forms are within the scope of the fol-
lowing claims,

What is claimed is:

1. A shrimp peeling machine comprising a pair
of roliers so positioned relatively to one another
as to provide a crotch for receiving raw shrimp,
means whereby said rollers are oscillated in rela-
tively reversed directions to pinch the peels
through and beyond the crotch, and means
whereby a jet of water at high velocity is directed
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" at opposite sides of said driven roller, means for
- putting .pressure upon all of sald rollers to cause

oscillatory drive of all of said rollers derived from
the motion of said driven roller, said rollers ar-
ranged on an inclination, means for feeding raw-
shrimp to the crotch between the highest roller
and its next successive companion roller, and

" means for receiving the peeled shrimp meat from

the lower-most roller area..

3. A msachine as claimed in claim .2, further
comprising water jets placed below the crotches
of sald rollers, and means for delivering water .
under pressure to sald jets. -

4. A shrimp peeling machine according to claim
2 wherein the rollers are jowrnaled in a tank con-
taining water for flushing off the peels and heads
washed from the lower portions of the rollers.

5. A shrimp peeling machine according to claim
2 characterized by.a tank in which said rollers
are journaled, and means for tiitihg one end por-
tion of said tank to a.djust the line of im:llna.tlon
of said rollers, )

6. A shrimp peeling machlne according toclaim
2 in which the trunnions of all of the associate
rollers are mounted in slots in a supporting struc-

- ture and screw pressure devices operate on said
. trunnions to force the rollers together and to-

ward the central drive roller,

7. A shrimp peeling machine according to claim
2 in which one of the trunnions of the central
drive roller carries a disc or pulley driven by 8
belt from an oscillatory drive disc, a pitman
pivoted to sald drive disc, a rotary arm connected
to the other end of said pitman and motor means
for rotating said arm,
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